
Inside this issue 

GCSE Results ............................... 3 

Ghyll Head  ................................. 4 

Careers ....................................... 11 

Presentation Evening .................. 16 

Charity Week .............................. 20 

Human Rights Assembly ............. 34 

End of Term Awards ................... 42 

Points of interest 

 Ghana Trip 

 Anti-Bullying Week 

 Safeguarding 

 Duke of Edinburgh 

MIHSG HIGHLIGHTS 
 December 2018 

Autumn Term - Issue 54 

MANCHESTER ISLAMIC HIGH 

SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 

Manchester Islamic High School for Girls 
55 High Lane · Manchester · Chorlton · M21 9FA · admin@mihsg.co.uk · 0161 881 2127 

facebook.com/mihsfg www.mihsg.org.uk 

HIGHLIGHT OF OUR AUTUMN TERM  
 

VOLUNTEERING TRIP TO GHANA  

I really enjoyed working with the kids, especially at the special needs school.  I loved 
talking to them and getting to know them.  I liked painting the libraries and hanging 
out with everyone.  I thought that everyone at the house was so accommodating and 
caring. I feel like I can now appreciate school, parents who look after you, food and 

water. I also feel like I have become more patient after all the obstacles we have 
faced.  All in all, it was a fantastic trip” 

“Wow. This trip was amazing! I think the best thing about this trip was     
getting to see the reactions to all our volunteering efforts!  The main thing I 
took from this trip was that I need to appreciate my life more, because most 
of these people don’t have half the things that I have!  There wasn’t really 
anything I didn’t like; I enjoyed this trip a lot, and I hope we get another  

opportunity to do something like this again in the future” 

I enjoyed how welcoming and genuine everyone was about our 
stay in Ghana, making it very   homely.  The canopy walk was 
amazing, but the best experience was building the library and  
interacting with the children.  It honestly makes you 
appreciate everything, even things as small as water.” … read more about their adventure on 

page 22 & much more... 
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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends of the School, 
 

Assalamu’Alaikum, 

 

Welcome to our first issue of this academic year.  I    
believe this is an opportunity for us to be able to share 
with parents and friends the different activities and 
achievements that have taken place this term. 

Our Year 7 students and new students starting in other 
years have settled in well and are beginning to enjoy 
school life. It was a pleasure in September to meet new 
parents, who showed great  enthusiasm and support, we 
welcome and seek parental support throughout the time 
your daughter is with us. We share a common aim to 
help your daughter achieve her very best spiritually, 
academically and socially, so please maintain contact 
with her Form Tutor and Head of Year in particular, so 
that relevant support can be provided. 

As always our former GCSE students celebrated their 
results with joy. A huge well done to all the girls as they 
did exceptionally well and also the students who sat 
early GCSEs in various subjects and performed          
exceptionally well. These results reflect the hard work 
and determination of the students, their parents and 
their teachers, so congratulations and well done to all. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our 
new members of staff; we hope they have settled in and 
we are fortunate to have such devoted staff.  I would 
also like to congratulate all staff for their dedication and 

hard work in ensuring all stu-
dents achieve their full poten-
tial.  

As usual we have had a busy 
term with many activities and 
events taking place. I hope 
you all enjoy reading about 
them in this newsletter. Please 
feel free to share your 
thoughts with us. 

Furthermore, I would like to 
welcome Mrs Farah Hafezji who has been co-opted by 
the Trustees to join our School Trust Committee. Mrs 
Hafezji works in the education field. Mrs Farheen      
Bizzari, who is one of our parents, has been selected by 
the school to also join the MIHSG Trust Committee. 
Mrs Bizzari worked in  finance, admin and retail. 
 

Insha’Allah I hope and pray that this academic year is 
filled with success and our students continue to excel in 
their work. Jazakh’Allah’Khair to our parents for their 
continuous support. This team effort will help the 
school continue to maintain its outstanding status.    
Insha’Allah. 

May Allah’s (SWT) guidance be with us all, Ameen. 

 

Walaikumasalaam, 
Mona Mohamed 

Head Teacher   

HEAD TEACHER’S ADDRESS 
AUTUMN 2018 

 

STAFF NEWS 

We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Mrs Hassan from the French  department on the arrival 

of her baby girl. Our duas are with mother and baby, 
Alhamdulillah they are both in good health.   

 

A warm welcome to Mrs Saunders who will be covering 
for Mrs Hassan whilst she is on her maternity leave. 
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GCSE RESULTS 

A huge well done to all students,   
parents and teachers. MIHSG 
achieved a 97% 9-4 pass rate          
including English and Maths.       
Congratulations to   everyone,  a     
reward for the tremendous hard work 

of  parents, teachers, and above all a great group of 
talented, passionate and ambitious students over 5 
years at MIHSG. We wish the class of 2018 all the 
best for their bright future,  

May Allah(swt) bless and protect them always. 

STAFF NEWS 

It gives us great pleasure to announce that our 
Senior Designated Safeguarding 

Lead (DSL) / SLT /  SMSC (Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural          

Development) Co-ordinator 

Jamila Kossar has been awarded an 
MBE  

Member of the Most Excellent  
Order of the British Empire, in 

recognition of her services to young 
people. 

Huge Congratulations, we are very 
proud of you. 



Manchester Islamic High School for Girls 
55 High Lane · Manchester · Chorlton · M21 9FA · admin@mihsg.co.uk · 0161 881 2127 

facebook.com/mihsfg www.mihsg.org.uk 

4 

GHYLL HEAD 

In what is becoming a MIHSG tradition, the 
new intake Year 7 2018 set off for an         
action-packed weekend of exciting activities 
and friendship to the Ghyll Head Activity 
Centre in the beautiful area of the Lake    
District. The trip is offered to help the      
students to bond as a year group over        
exercise, fresh air and fun! 
 

The centre at Ghyll Head is run by a highly 
experienced team who ensure that the      
students learn new outdoor skills, work as a 
team to maximise their opportunities and 
learn from each other, gain confidence in 
their own ability and recognise their 
strengths. The girls were able to put this into 
action by taking part in some very   exciting 
outdoor pursuits, like gill-scrambling,      
rafting, and the zip-wire. All the activities 
were designed to offer our students the 
chance to push themselves in terms of trying 
new (and exciting!) activities and skills.  
 

It was great to see the girls taking              
responsibility for tasks around the house: 
setting  and  clearing the tables, keeping 
their rooms and the public areas tidy and just 
being generally helpful members of the 
house. Again, the instructors said they had 
never seen such clean rooms tidied at the 
end of our stay and that made all the      
teachers feel very proud of the girls. The 
girls were a credit to both parents and 
school. 
We arrived back on Sunday afternoon    
weary, but happy. The weekend had been a 
chance to explore and get to know the     
landscape using a variety of outdoor skills. 
But, more importantly, it gave the girls a 
chance to explore their strengths, gain in 
confidence and appreciate the value of  
working with others to excel. In this way, it 
creates a firm foundation for high school and 
fosters resilience and tenacity for the      
challenges ahead.  
 

Mrs Drinkwater- Head of Year 7. 



Manchester Islamic High School for Girls 
55 High Lane · Manchester · Chorlton · M21 9FA · admin@mihsg.co.uk · 0161 881 2127 

facebook.com/mihsfg www.mihsg.org.uk 

5 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL  

YEAR 7 ISLAMIC INDUCTION  

The first day to school for Year 7 was an eventful day with lots of 
activities and information.  At MIHSG we know it can be a daunting 
transition for students from primary school to secondary school and 
as part of developing the students’ Islamic journey through MIHSG 
we presented pupils with a gift. On their first day at school pupils 
were given an Islamic induction pack with a card to celebrate the 
start of their journey in a new school, and a message to help them 
through the next five years at MIHSG.  
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Thirty seven Year 10 and 11 students travelled to  Stratford on Avon following their winter exams to take part in 
a residential experience with the English Department. Arriving in Stratford, the girls took a walk along the     
historic streets and saw the house where  William Shakespeare was born.  
We then spent the afternoon at the RSC’s Swan Theatre, where the girls were able to pray in this  beautiful old 
building before enjoying the award winning interactive exhibition, ‘The Play’s The Thing’. Here the girls saw 
props and costumes from the theatre’s  extensive collection, were able to find out how  productions are directed 
and staged and see a rare first folio edition of Shakespeare’s complete works published in 1623.  
Refuelled with pizza and ice cream, we made our way to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre to see the RSC’s       
spectacular production of Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’. This production was an amazing retelling of the 
famous story which is currently the set nineteenth century novel that we are studying for GCSE English          
Literature. We followed the journey of Victorian money lender Ebenezer Scrooge who learns the value of family, 
love, compassion and charitable deeds to become redeemed for his lifetime of  miserliness. Costumes, set design 
and acting were all fantastic. The production was also a faithful retelling of the text and so highly valuable for 
our students.  
After a good night’s sleep and a hearty breakfast the students travelled to the Youth Hostel in Stratford where 
they took part in two hour long drama workshops with professional actors Bill Cronshaw and John Martin      
Stevens. Here the girls thought about how    actors might prepare for a production of Priestley’s ‘An Inspector 
Calls’, their GCSE Literature modern drama set text, and walked through some of the ideas, themes and ‘hidden 
scenes’ of the play.  
Lunch and a shopping trip in Stratford’s beautiful historic centre topped off our lovely stay and experience.  
Here’s what some of our students had to say: 
‘Watching A Christmas Carol in the theatre gave me a better understanding of the text. The workshop was really 
fun and helped me understand the way time is organised in the play.’ Kiran 

‘The Stratford trip was an amazing experience.  Watching A Christmas 
Carol was phenomenal and   educational and everyone had a lot of fun. 
The Inspector Calls workshop was a fresh new experience for those who 
hadn’t tried drama. Overall, Stratford was great!’ Maria 

‘The Stratford Trip allowed me to understand the inner workings of     
Dickens and Priestley. The trip was fun yet also taught me a lot about        
Shakespeare. It gave me a different perspective of the texts that I am     
studying.’  Aisha 

‘THE PLAY’S THE THING’: 
ENGLISH DEPARTMENT TRIP TO STRATFORD ON AVON 
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It is always exciting to see a text we are studying performed live and 
our trip to the Lowry Theatre to see arguably one of Shakespeare’s 
most famous plays, Macbeth, was no exception. Our Key Stage 4      
students were treated to a National Theatre production which was 
both a faithful rendition of the play, yet innovative and thought-
provoking. The set and costumes allowed us to see an apocalyptic Scot-
land torn apart by regicide and the dangers of relying on man’s ambi-
tion rather than Godliness. The performances gave modern relevance 
to this age-old tale and brought the play to life as a living, breathing construct.  This allowed our students to walk 
with the characters, seeing them as three-dimensional rather than flat characters on a page. This is so vital for  
students when we ask them to look for possibilities and variables in their analysis. The action on stage was, at 
turns, raw, frenetic, mournful, poignant but never dull! The interpretation of the ‘Weird Sisters’ was cleverly 
achieved and added an eeriness which is hard to capture in a large theatre. The performance gave the students lots 
to think about and gave real meaning to the term ‘alternative readings’ as we each had our own theories, ideas, 
preferences and ‘best moment’ conversations post-performance. Good theatrical productions leave you wanting 
more and I would say we all left the theatre invigorated, challenged and ready to see the performance all over 
again! - Mrs Drinkwater. English Department. 

MACBETH TRIP  

Year 9 students took time out from their busy examination session to 
attend the march and unveiling of the statue of Emmeline Pankhurst in 
St Peter’s Square on Friday December 14th – exactly 100 years since 
some women won the right to vote in the U.K.   
Invited to attend by Dr Helen Pankhurst, granddaughter of the         
legendary suffragette Emmeline, following her visit to M.I.H.S.G 
earlier in the year, our students helped to make up a 1,000 strong 
march of Manchester schoolchildren and community groups to   
witness this historic event.  
Our students, proudly bearing their banner and placards, chanting 
their important message, made their way down Oxford Road,      
attracting waves, smiles and applause along the way. We chose to 
focus our message on the fact that many women globally 
still do not have the right to vote.  
Gathering in St Peter’s Square we heard speeches from Dr 
Pankhurst and local dignitaries and were entertained by 
Manchester’s Community Choir, before witnessing the  
unveiling of this important statue for women’s political 
history. This was such an inspiring event for our students 
to attend and we look forward to them presenting a follow 
up assembly to their peers in the new term.  

PANKHURST STATUE UNVEILING 
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MUSLIM PANTOMIME: “OH YES THEY DID!”  

On Thursday 20th December all our staff and students were invited to the world’s 
first Muslim pantomime that took place at the Royal Northern College of Music. 
The students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the show and raised money for Penny 
Appeal winter appeal. Thank you to Khaleel and Penny Appeal for inviting us.  

Manchester Islamic High School for Girls would like to introduce the Student Council Executive, Vice-Chair 
and Secretary.  

Chair: Fizza Saleem  
Vice Chair: Imaan Khan  
Secretary: Isbah Hussain  

 

Role of the Student Council at Manchester Islamic High School for Girls: 
•To create a positive school atmosphere of mutual respect between staff and       
students 
•To develop and maintain the participation of students in the life of our school 
•To represent the views of the students we represent to our school’s Senior Leadership Team 

•To establish links with the local community through our fundraising projects.  
The Student Council exists to represent the voice of the students, promote their ideas and advocate their views 
and interests. Students are given equal opportunity to participate. Its role includes helping the school to serve 
its students as effectively as possible and making students aware of wider issues, in addition to playing an      
important role in establishing links with the community.  
During the previous academic year the student council made a huge difference to many areas within the school 
and community projects. This academic year we have begun the term with many different exciting projects. For 
example, the council has helped support the schools anti-bullying week by delivering an assembly and          
organising an odd sock day for the whole school. The vice chair has given opportunities to every form to come 
forward and be part of the school well being ambassadors programme, and some of the committees have been 
looking at ‘feed the homeless’ projects.  
This year our council looks forward to making more positive and exciting contributions Insha’Allah.  

STUDENT COUNCIL 
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DEBATING CLUB 

There are plenty of         
advantages for student  
debaters,  whether they 
choose to join actual      
debating teams or they  
debate as a small group. 
Debating provides prac-
tice in developing sound 
and  logical arguments. 
It gives students an       
opportunity to practise 

speaking in public. The experience shows great         
Initiative and leadership on college applications. 
The research you do will expand your mind and       
increase your understanding of  important issues. 
At Manchester High School for Girls we are delighted 
to introduce our ‘Debating Society’ committee: 
Aisha Benhamida – enthusiastic, confident and a 
great  leader who enjoys participating in debates and 
more so   imparting her own skills to the lower school 
years to encourage them to prepare and develop ideas 
for debating. Aisha is undertaking training and      
increasing her skills in debating. 

Aliyah Ali – Passionate, articulate and fierce when it 
comes to debating! Aliyah will be a great inspiration 
to many of the younger students. Aliyah is also              
undertaking further debate training to increase her 
skills so she can  contribute to future debates for the 
school.  
 

By participating on a debate team, students learn the 
art of persuasion. Research has shown that              
participation in debates increases students' academic               
performance and  increases their chances of earning a 
place at college.  At MIHSG the debating society will 
prepare to compete in local, regional, and national  
tournaments. 
This term the Debate Society has provided             
professional training to 18      
students. 
 

Once a month they will set up     
topics to  debate which we hope 
will fire up their imagination of 
our eager young debaters. 

VISIT TO MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY DEBATING UNION  

The Manchester Debating Union (MDU) is a place where all students of        
Manchester are welcome to engage in free speech, debate, and merriment. They  
aim to produce competitive debaters of high-calibre whilst ensuring               
membership of the society is a pleasurable experience for all. For a number of 
years, the MDU has engaged in strengthening its ties with secondary schools in 
the Manchester area as part of the university’s widening participation scheme. 
This has involved training youngsters to debate 
whilst encouraging an active interest in  current 
affairs through school visits and co-operating with 

teaching staff. 

Students from Year 10 were given the 
opportunity to attend the introductory     
session to debating at the University.  
Seeing at first-hand what a good debate 
looks like.  
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DEBATING CLUB 

Debate mate recently ran a bespoke workshop for students at MIHSG. This was a great opportunity for the young 
debaters to  excel in their skills of debate. Debate Mate has trained over 5000 students through workshops in         
addition to over 15000 in core programmes in the last 7 
years. The student training workshops are completely  
bespoke, and this workshop was led by a university      
student mentor who works as an experienced coach 
alongside studying for her Medical degree. This session 
was tailored for complete beginners in terms of debating 
ability, and was very successful. The students were able to 
grasp basic debating styles including British                  
Parliamentary style,   debating balloon and various other 
techniques needed for excellent debates. We look forward 
to the students continuing to practise such valuable   
training with the rest of the school and competitions 
across Manchester.  

JUMMAH PRAYER 

A whole school Jummah Prayer took place on the last day 
of term with Br Abu Huraira. The khutbah was lessons we 
can learn from the lives of an amazing family of prophets: 
Isa(AS), Zakariya(AS), Yahya (AS) and Maryam (AS), and 
the lessons we can draw from them today. Thank you to 
BR Abu Huraira for giving our students an opportunity 
to perform Jummah prayer 
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CAREERS 

AS PART OF OUR  CAREERS 
PROGRAMME CAREER       

GUIDANCE INTERVIEWS FOR 
YEAR 11 

 

Year 11 has had the opportunity to 
be interviewed by a careers         
advisor. Each session lasted 30 - 45 
minutes and its purpose was to 
give greater clarity to students’ 
thinking about further            
education options and future 
careers. Each student now has a 
written action plan to help her 
prepare for the future choices! 
InshAllah we pray this has been 
a valuable  experience and     

given our students more           
confidence in knowing how to 
embark on their chosen career 
pathways.  
 

“I really benefitted massively from 
the interview; it has really given 
me an insight into how long it will 

take me to study to be a                        
surgeon!” (Rahma Y11)  
“Speaking to the advisor has    
really made me reconsider    
medicine and opt to be a dentist, 
it was so useful to know how 
much less studying will be       
involved’ (Aleena Y11)  

Each academic year the Careers Service 
at MIHSG helps to kick start Year 11 
sixth form application forms early to 
give our students the best start. Getting 
our students  prepared on how to fill in a         
college application form is essential at 
this time of the year, with upcoming 
sixth form open    evenings around    
different colleges and sixth forms in 
Manchester.  

 

The Careers Programme at MIHSG aims 
to ensure that students are  fully 
equipped for the next chapter of their 
life inshallah. We would like to thank 
Our Futures for coming in and giving 
the best professional advice.  

SIXTH FORM APPLICATION TIPS 

 

As part of this programme we invited ‘Our Futures’ careers 
service to come into school to deliver a session on how to 
prepare, and complete a sixth form application. The       
students were engaged and found the session extremely 
useful in planning what to include on their own sixth form 
applications. 
 Follow these simple tips and everything should be fine: 
 Do your research 

 Think about life after school 
 Do exactly what the form asks 
 Don't feel you have to include loads of detail 
 Check spelling and grammar 
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WHAT IS A CAREERS GUIDANCE INTERVIEW? 

A careers guidance interview is an impartial, one-to-one meeting between yourself and a professionally 
qualified careers adviser. A guidance interview can last about 45-60 minutes. It is not like a job interview - 
there are no right or wrong answers. 

What will be discussed? 

During a guidance interview the careers adviser may help you to: 

 identify your personal qualities and skills 
 identify the skills you would like to develop 

 identify ideas for study and work 

 explore specific career areas open to you 

 explore current and future job opportunities 
 understand the process of job search, writing a CV and going for 

interviews 
 explore your interests, likes and dislikes, family influences, barriers 

and work experience 

 think about how study, work experience, and home-life can all 
contribute to your employability 

The Careers Adviser can provide you with: 

 accurate and up-to-date information 

 alternative sources of information and help if required 

 an action plan to help you move forward 

What can you do to prepare for your interview? 

 Think about your current situation – what planning have you already done, if any? 

 qualifications or additional qualifications and experience required for the career you are interested in 

 how much control do you feel you have in making choices 
 the ideas you already have but don't know how to move forward with or perhaps you have no ideas at 

all 
Benefits of a Guidance Interview 

 increased motivation and self- confidence 

 greater self-awareness 

 identification of more achievable aspirations 
 enhanced decision making skills 
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MIHSG held 
its Careers 
Fair on    
Tuesday 13th           
November 
2018 Over 22 
exhibitors,  
including 
sixth form  
colleges,     
attended and 
delivered    
fantastic,    

diverse careers advice. Representatives from the NHS 
(GP, Surgeon, Gynaecologist, Dentist and NHS    
Stockport), the Police, Engineering,  Accounting,           

Manchester  
Creative Arts, 
Digital         
Marketing,   
Biotec           
Accounts,     
Purcell 
(architecture) 
and many more     
engaged with 
the students  
offered advice 
to help  prepare 
the young     
students  work 
hard towards          

establishing a bright future. 
We would like to thank all the parents who brought 
their professional expertise into school and supported 
our careers fair. Thank you also to everyone else who 
contributed to this valuable activity. 
"Our Futures” would like to thank all the businesses 

and individuals that 
took time from work 
to help the students 
understand more 
about their future 
careers options.  
Along with colleges 
and the industry   
areas that the        

students were interested in such as law, accounting, 
healthcare, and digital design, we were very happy to 
see that the girls also researched information from the 
other industries that were present such as engineering, 
environmental sciences, and construction. We hope 
the girls use the information they gained from this 
event about equal-opportunities, pay, advancement, 

skills, and qualifications to make really good choices 
that benefit their futures and suit their                                     
personalities well." John Swinnerton (Our Futures) 
Student feedback was also massively helpful for the 
school:  
The Careers fair was a really good opportunity to    
introduce us to different careers and show all the   
various routes we could take even if we did not do A 
levels, such as apprentice choices. All representatives 
from the medical careers were really helpful,           
especially the surgeon, and we all had fun talking 
about the different options’ [Haleema Riaz Year 11)  
‘I highly appreciated the careers fair; speaking to each 
representative widened my choices of jobs in the    
future and reassured me. My mind is more open and I 
am happy to have the given options’  
[Safah Ali Year 11]  

YEAR 11 CAREERS FAIR 
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Year 10 peer mentors spent a full two days’ 
training in the half term to develop the 
essential skills needed to provide support 
to our new Year 7 students – individually 
and as a group to help them settle in, make 
progress and to achieve their full potential 
within Manchester Islamic High School for 
Girls. 
Mentors will provide individual and group 
support from the initial stages of the Year 
7 life at MIHSG. The given training       
ensures that they have the skills necessary 
to support young people who might be 
daunted by some of the obstacles they face 
during their transition from 

Primary to Secondary school. 
The Peer Mentoring Programme encourages Year 10 students 
to  play a responsible role in the school and ensures that new 
students are secure in the knowledge that there are always 
older students available and willing to help them. We also  
include within our training the Islamic ethos of the school to 
encourage good Islamic values and develop Islamic character. 
Well done for completing the training! We ended with a nice 
treat of pizza!  

PEER MENTORING 

PEER MENTORING EXAM SUPPORT 

 

The support of parents and teachers at exam time is 
undoubtedly vital for the success of students.     
However, the impact that guidance and advice from 
people who are closer in age can have is often      
overlooked – in fact, peer mentoring has been shown 
to lead to improved      attitude to school, attendance 
and behaviour. It can also help students to build up a 
peer network within their school, causing more    
holistic benefits such as a sense of community and 
belonging. 
At MIHSG the peer mentors are in full action this 

term to provide good exam tips, offer advice on revision and most of all teach our new year 7 students ways of 
time management and coping. A huge thank you to the year 10 peer mentoring team for getting into action 
just before the exams week; whether that has been producing booklets, meeting one to one or giving group 
sessions; it has helped tremendously.  
At Friday lunch time the Year 7 students have been given tips and advice from Jana Osman and                  
Aaminah Bizzari on how to be smart with revision. Aaminah taught them the important duas needed for    
studying and Jana shared some whacky online revision tools that can be accessed. Thank you girls!  
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CITIZENSHIP 

GCSE CITIZENSHIP YEAR 10 COURT 
VISIT 

The Year 10 Citizenship students       
visited Manchester Crown Court as part 
of their rule of law studies in GCSE   
Citizenship Studies. They had a tour of 
the court rooms and were able to sit in on very     

insightful cases and observe sentencing of some very unfortunate cases such as drug 
dealing. As part of the citizenship course students need to know how the crown 
court works, the role of barristers, judges, jury and solicitors. This experience left 
many of our students wanting to embark on careers within the law sector or at the 
very least gave them a great insight into the everyday jobs within a court. The       
students were spoken to by Judge Walsh of Court Room 5 who further empowered 
the students and encouraged them to continue being motivated to learn and develop 
into valued members of the community and good citizens. He gave them a brief    
explanation of his role as a judge and what he is responsible for during his everyday 
work life.  In addition to this, the students were able to engage and interact with a 
Barrister who gave them a discussion on what types of cases were being presented at 
the court that day. 

GCSE CITIZENSHIP TRIP TO LONDON PARLIAMENT 

As part of the GCSE Citizenship curriculum 21 students from MIHSG visited UK             
Parliament and attended a law making workshop. The students set off from Manchester 
Piccadilly station on the train to London Euston.  On arriving at the educational centre of 
Parliament the students were given a tour of the Houses of Parliament, which included: 
 A visit to the public gallery to observe the MPs or Lords of the House of Commons or 
the House of lords at work. 
 Westminster Hall, the last remaining part of the original Palace 

 Central Lobby, at the very heart of the Parliamentary Estate  
The students  were given a very  insightful tour of parliament and thereafter  attended a 
one hour workshop on how laws in the UK are made Debating is the chosen method of 

discussion at the heart of Parliament and plays a major part in the law making process, this workshop focused on 
what makes a debate effective. By participating in group work and video analysis, students were able to draw out 
successful debating techniques while learning about Parliament's particular styles of discussion. This programme      
supported students in forming arguments, presenting their ideas and responding to    
challenges in their evidence. A member of the Lords  was also informed about our visit 
and came along to the workshop to meet with the students and give them an opportuni-
ty to ask questions and share their thoughts about the visit to Parliament.  

“The London trip was a great experience; visiting parliament was a really good oppor-
tunity as it has made me more confident in understanding how parliament works.” 

“ The visit to London helped me to understand practically how parliament works and it 
gave me a visual experience”  Safah 

“Very beneficial and fun” Kiran 
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On Thursday, 15th November 2018, MIHSG hosted its   
annual presentation evening at the Sheridan Suite. 

It was an enjoyable and interesting evening where we were 
able to celebrate firstly the achievements of the GCSE class 

of 2018, but also excellence across the school as a whole. 
 

We were very fortunate to have a variety of speakers who 
gave the students valuable advice and  encouragement to 
do their very best to succeed whilst keeping their Islamic 

identity. 

ANNUAL PRESENTATION E

Welcome by Mrs Mona Mohamed  

Presentation of Maulana 
Habib Ur-Rahman Annual 

Quran Award 

By Sumayya Rahman 
(granddaughter)  

Prefect Awards  

Ghana Trip Presentation 

Head Teacher’s     
Special Award  

Vote of Thanks by 
Mrs Sondes Malek 

Master of Ceremonies 
Mrs Yasmeen Khan 

Head Teacher’s PA 
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N EVENING 2018 

Welcome address - Br Zaheer Farooq Chairman of Trust 

Presentation of Qur’an Competition Awards 
By Ateeq Salik and Jamal Afzal - Islamic Relief 

Presentation of Certificates:  
Year 7 to 10 Excellence/Outstanding Subject Awards, 

Early GCSE Arabic, Attendance Awards,               
Duke of Edinburgh 

Br Abdul Kadir Kawooya - Trustee  

Head Girl’s Speech by  Zesha Saleem 

Deputy Head & Head Girl Awards 

Closing Dua by Mussaab Badenjki 

Presentation of GCSE Awards, Best Achievers & 
Exceptional Awards 

Dr. Aala El-Khani - Guest Speaker  
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A total of twenty six girls 
arrived on the morning 
of Thursday 20th       
September 2018, excited, 
nervous but ready to  
embark on the upcoming 
challenge of completing 
the Expedition section of 
the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Bronze Award. 
The students set off in 
the minibuses and were 

accompanied by Miss Towe, Miss Kossar and Mrs. 
Campbell.  They arrived at the Castleton Visitor’s  
centre, where they were 
met by their instructors.  
Students were organised 
into four groups of six or 
seven, each with their 
own allocated instructor 
from Challenge Expedi-
tions.  They received a 
final kit check and safe-
ty briefing before setting 
off on their planned 
route to the campsite. 
Students worked in 
teams in order to navigate their Ordnance Survey 
maps and meet their instructors by the allocated 
times.  Communication and effective leadership skills 
were paramount as the students began to learn how to 
work effectively as a team. 
The weather was a huge obstacle for the groups.  It 
never stopped raining on the first day and the          
students arrived back at Bushey Heath Farm in 
Tideswell absolutely drenched.  They soon warmed 
up as they removed all their sopping wet clothes and 

sipped hot chocolate. 
Each group then set 
about preparing and 
cooking their evening 
meal on the Trangia,  and 
a   lovely   aroma of   
spices filled the room. 
Due to extenuating 
weather conditions, the 
girls did not pitch their 
tents, as it was not 
deemed to be safe to do 
so by the instructors.  Contingency  arrangements 
were made to accommodate the  students in the barn 

house at the farm so that 
they did not suffer from   
potential hypothermia 
and were ready for the 
morning’s new           
adventures. 
All students were up  
early for prayers,    
cleaning tasks and hearty 
breakfasts.  Each group 
set off early in order to 
ensure that they were 
able to complete the 

planned route in ample time.  Having learned from 
the mistakes of the previous day, many students were 
able to improve their navigation skills and self-
confidence.  Luckily, the weather improved during 
the walk, which made the 
experience so much more 
pleasant. 
Upon completion of their 
Expedition, students       
gathered with their instruc-

tors at Castleton Visi-
tor’s  Centre in order to 
receive individual and 
group feedback.      
Happily,  everybody 
left with a smile after 
receiving the news that they had all managed to 
pass the    Expedition.  Well done girls! 
Miss A Towe 

Head of Physcial Education 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD 
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As part of Black History Month, the students         
prepared a whole school assembly looking at Islam in 
Africa from the different countries in Africa with 
their traditional dress to how Islam developed there.  
One of the Year 10 students, Aliyah, wrote and read 
out the following poem about Islam in Africa      
highlighting the significant people: 

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH  

ISLAM IN AFRICA 

From the Far East a concept was driven, a concept of greatness was given, it was given to the people 
who were hidden, 
The people who were hidden, 
The people who were hidden needed lifting, oh how they were deluded,  
Islam shone through the dawn of day, 
Seeping through months of May,  
Oh people of Africa,  
Converse amongst yourselves, tell us the beauty this concept withheld,  
From Morocco Tangiers to Mozambique Tete, 
From the port of Gibil Tariq to the law of amade camal. 
To the nano partical physician in Sudan, Nashua Easa , 
To an eminent solider in Timbuktu in Mali, Mohammad Bayayoga 

To the genius behind the lithium ion batteries in Morroco, Rachio Yazami;  
To the just king in Cameron, Ibrahim Njoya 

To the invention of polymath in Egypt, Imohtep 

To the geologists in Ethiopia, to the highest statue of a Nobel peace prize in Kenya, Wagaari Mathaab 

To the more current, a NASA 
flight director in Uganda. 
Oh people of the world; tell me 
not this continent bursts            
vibrancy. Tell me not this       
continent implodes with riches. 
Rich with knowledge, 
Now try to tell me this continent 
is poor, war torn. 
One must be blind to ignore the 
life, the laughter, the               
contentment this continent      
exudes So tell me not, Islam     
pulsates through every vein of 
Africa. 
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This year Year 10 took charge of charity week 
as part of their Living Islam lessons and what 
a fantastic job they did. They organised  
themselves into teams and took on different 

projects which took much time, love and energy to put together.  The students kicked-started charity week 
with a fresh waffle sale that included many toppings to choose from.  They produced hand drawn posters to 
attract customers and they worked!  Movie night was a big success; tickets were sold out on the first day of    
announcing it and what a night it was; lots of snacks, popcorn, fantastic movies and a scrumptious dinner. 
The girls organised a themed dessert table at lunch, and the theme was, in line with non-uniform day, Disney 
Galore; it was so much fun to dress up and be a part of the charity fundraising. 

CHARITY WEEK  

The students also organised a talent show at 
the end of half term and as usual there was so 
much talent to entertain the school with.     
Students had the opportunity to get henna   
patterns on their hands at lunch, and a halal 
raffle took place, the winner was the envy of 
the whole school, lucky girl.  After school   
parents had an opportunity to grab a hot    
chocolate during this cold weather and browse 
the handmade craft store, books and stationary. 
Over all Year 10 did an amazing job of         
collecting a staggering £3,000 for orphans   
during charity week. Staff and students are all 
proud of their achievement, may it way heavily 
on their scale of good deeds on the day of        
judgment (ameen). 
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At MIHSG we like to develop various skills in our students, from leadership to speaking skills. The Year 11 
prefects are required to deliver a motivational speech every Monday morning to all staff and students on  
various topics, to get everyone all geared up for the week. Here is an outline of some of the motivational 
speeches prepared by the students.  

 

Monday morning motivational speech and morning dua by Head Girl Iman. She 
reminded staff and students to work hard from the beginning of the year, in    
order to see the fruits at the end of the year, to ask for help when needed and 
how to balance your time with friends, family and work, always relying on and 
keeping the faith with Allah(swt).  
 

 

Aleena gave everyone a reminder and a story about the power of dua and how it’s      
important not to just make dua when we want or need something but also to make dua 
for the future including the Akhirah.  

 

 

 

Khadijah started off the week with a motivational speech for everyone, about the           
upcoming exams and revision techniques and the importance of Salah for success in      
upcoming exams, in this dunya and in the Akhirah. 
 

 

 

Thank you to all the prefects who have provided great motivation and wisdom in their Monday morning 
speeches and help with the running of the school.  

MOTIVATIONAL SPEECHES 

CHARITY WEEK ROUND OFF DINNER    

The students attended the Islamic Relief charity week round off dinner to 
celebrate how much they had raised this year. Alhamdulilah thanks to      
everyone’s support we raised just under £3000 which will go towards projects 
for orphans in various countries. The total was also the highest raised 
amongst the schools and colleges in the North. May Allah(swt) accept it of 
everyone and may it count heavy 
on everyone scales.  A special 
thank you to Mrs Malek Junior 

and Year 10 students 
for taking a lead on 
charity week and  
raising a phenomenal 
amount. 
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MIHSG GHAN

BEFORE THE TRIP

We organised a volunteering trip for some of 
our students to Ghana, building bookcases in 

libraries and painting classrooms and teaching 
lessons to special needs students. As part of the 

trip students had to fundraise and raise     
awareness of what they were doing.  Students 
took on the initiative of organising fundraising        

activities and assemblies in local schools.    
Year 10 student Aliyah Ali, delivered an      

assembly at Broadfield Primary school about 
what she would be doing in Ghana. Thank you 
to Broadfield Primary School, for giving Aliyah 

an opportunity to deliver her presentation. 

Another student in Year 11, Imaan  
Islam, prepared for the trip by     

making sweet cones to sell to students 
and staff to raise money for building    
libraries and bookcases in Ghana. In 

ten minutes she raised over £120.  

Some Year 10 Students were at our feeder primary, Manchester Muslim Preparatory School,      
to deliver an assembly about their upcoming volunteering trip and raised over £900 for the cause.  

Thank you to the staff and students at MMPS for supporting our students.  
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G GHANA TRIP 2018  

EFORE THE TRIP  
Some Year 10 students arranged a 

trek from school to Chorlton   
Water Park and back to school, as 

a sponsored walk to help with 
their fundraising for Ghana. It was 
great to see the students taking the 

initiative and eager to get       
sponsored for a good cause. May 
Allah(swt) accept it from them. 

One of our Year 10 students Aaminah Bizzari, 
delivered a whole school assembly at Unity  

Community Primary School about the            
volunteering work she will be carrying out there 

soon.   Thank you to the school for giving our 
students an opportunity to develop many skills 

and deliver an assembly to their students.  
 

Alhamdulillaah the students raised just under 
£18,000 for the materials for the bookcases,    
libraries, mushroom shed projects and other  

projects they got involved in Ghana  
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VOLUNTEERING TRIP

Thank you to everyone who has supported, donated and helped the students to volunteer in Ghana.  

We set off on Tuesday 23rd October 2018 and after a full 32 hour    
journey from Manchester to Amsterdam to Accra we made it to Kumasi 

Alhamdulillaah. After the long journey the students got straight into    
sorting out clothes and books and crafts for the children of Ghana.  
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G TRIP TO GHANA 2018 

Preparations for renovating libraries. Students sorted out boxes of 
books from Book Cycle and the ones they took into secondary and 

primary education categories, and sanded down all the wood to 
make the bookcases, desks and benches for the libraries. 

Our first task in Ghana was to transform a classroom into a library for the students at the Islamic 
Institute of Higher and Junior Education in Kumasi. These are the before and after pictures of the 
library. Our students worked from 9am-4pm painting the library, building bookcases, desks and 
benches with the most basic of tools using a ruler and pencil to make measurements. The students 
worked extremely hard and put everything into it. We hope this library is beneficial to the Ghana-
ian students and our students. We added the dua that is written above our own school assembly hall 
too: “Rabi Zidni Ilman” “a Oh Allah increase me in Knowledge” 
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MIHSG GHAN

KINGS PALACE MUSEUM  
After all the hard work the students visited 
the Kings Palace museum to learn about   
history of the Ashanti people and the royal     
family. They learnt that the first ever TV in 
the region was in the 1960s and the people 
had to book an appointment with the king 
to get permission to watch it. They also 
learnt about the strong women in Ashanti 
culture who stood up against their enemies, 
as well as how the Ashanti traditions have 
changed over the centuries. 

LIBRARY RENOVATION AT 
A SCHOOL IN KUMASI 

The second school where the 
students renovated a library 
was in a very rural area in  
Kumasi at a school called 
Hwidie D/A Junior High 
School. The Ghanaians        
literally tore open the boxes of 
books from the bus and sat 
there so eagerly reading each 
page with such passion (it was 
like giving one of our students 
an iPad!) This was heart rend-
ing for our students to see and 
made them really appreciate 
how lucky they are. Most of  
these schools don’t have     
toilets, but they appreciated 
the library more than basic 
sanitation. The Ghanaian stu-
dents spent the day wanting to 
help in any way,  as they were 
so grateful for the work done 
to create their colorful library. 
Two libraries completed in 
two days, and now for a well 
earned rest before embarking 
on some of the other projects 
over the following week or so. 
May Allah(swt) accept and 
reward every intention, effort 
and  compassion of the parents 
and students involved. 
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G GHANA TRIP 2018  

KUMASI CENTRAL MARKET 

West Africa’s biggest open market with over 
45,000 stalls. It was a great cultural experience 
for the students to see this, and they got to buy 
traditional Kente fabric which they used to 
support a local seamstress who made Ghanaian 
dresses for them inshaAllah. This taught our 
students that sustainability is also the better 
and more dignified form of charity. May it be 
accepted and benefit for all 

MOLE SAFARI PARK 

The students on the Ghana Trip 
became well acquainted with 
insects, lizards and animals at 
Mole Safari Park where they 
spent the  weekend as a treat for 
all their hard work during the 
first week of the trip. The       
students took a two hour      
walking safari of the jungle at 
7am and followed by a two hour 
jeep safari looking for elephants, 
antelopes, baboons and monkeys. 
Alhamdulilah the lions, leopards 
and snakes were frightened 
away! The students thoroughly 
enjoyed the Safari and taking in 
the beautiful scenery of Mole 
Safari Park.  
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MIHSG GHAN

LARABANGA MOSQUE  
Whilst doing volunteering work in Ghana 
the students also visited key sites. One of 
them was the Larabanga Mosque, one of 
West Africa’s oldest Mosques, founded in 
1421CE.  
Students prayed there and visited the local 
Muslim community that also produces      
organic Shea butter which the students 
bought for themselves and their families. 

GARDEN CITY SPECIAL NEEDS 
SCHOOL 

Students ran an arts and crafts session with 
special needs children and young adults at 
the Garden City Special Needs School. 
They did face painting, hand printing, 
making cards and games activities with 
the students. This is a great residential 
centre, providing life skills to the        
students and then reintegrating them 
back into mainstream society, instead of   
leaving them segregated. Parents also 
have to ensure they visit their kids at the 
centre or they would receive a fine and 
the child would be sent back home to 
them. Our students were praised for   
going right in and  playing and            
interacting with the students. 
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G GHANA TRIP 2018  

CULTURAL CENTRE & GHANA WAR     
MUSEUM 

Students also visited the cultural craft centre and 
the Ghana War Museum to learn about history of 
Ghana, The museum was originally built by the 
Europeans during the slave trade and they got to 
see some of the dungeons where people were kept. 

LIBRARY RENOVATION  
One of the main objectives of the trip was for students to renovate libraries in schools in Ghana. This is one 
of the final libraries the students renovated, where built desks, bookcases and benches from scratch. They 
painted the classroom with messages about reading and education and then sorted out the books for the    
library. Our students were really surprised to see the fascination of the students in Ghana towards books. We 
hope that the libraries are of benefit to the children of Ghana and serve as sadaqah jariyah for our students 
and their families. 
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Students attended an inauguration ceremony of a school in Ghana, and one of the Year 10 students, Aaminah,      
recited Quran during the ceremony. It was great for the students to witness the beauty and reward of building and 
opening a school to benefit other children and how much the local community welcomed it. It also taught the     
students the benefits and reward of this kind of sadaqah jariyah. May it count heavy on the scales of the founder and 
everyone involved. 

MUSHROOM MUD HUT 

One of the other projects the students worked on was a Mushroom Mud hut, to provide a source of living for the 
poor communities. Students learned about the importance of sustainable living and the importance of dignity in  
giving charity, so that a family feels they can provide for their own relatives. Students also presented carefully     
labelled clothes they had brought from England to the families, which they were eternally grateful for. If          
maintained the Mud huts last for 25 years and can be a source of income for a whole generation of a family. May it 
be accepted from everyone and count heavy on their scales and benefit those who need it most. 

PLANTING TREES 

Whereever there is a trip abroad we always encourage students to leave an environmental mark around the world 
by planting a tree, which is also encouraged Islamically. This is another form of Sadaqah Jariyah (continuous charity) 
amongst the best charitable work they have already been doing. Students planted 20 tree saplings around a local 
school in Kumasi. Insha’Allah they grow to protect the environment and count as reward and blessings in both 
worlds. “If a Muslim plants a tree or sows seeds, and then a bird, or a person or an animal eats from it, it is regarded 
as a charitable gift (Sadaqah Jariyah) for him” (Bukhari) 
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GHANIAN COOKING & KENTE WEAVING  
As part of volunteering, the students also had an opportunity to pick up some local Ghanian skills like       
Ghanian cooking and Kente weaving. The students thoroughly enjoyed cooking a Ghanian dinner consisting 
of  traditional Fufu, plantain and other dishes. Then they had an opportunity to learn how to weave a kente 
fabric in a local village community, which required the simultaneous use of hands and feet. The students 
thoroughly enjoyed the activities and looked forward to passing them on to other students back at school. 

LAST WEEK IN GHANA                                                                                  

After two weeks of volunteering in Ghana, the students spent the last 
weekend in Cape Coast, reflecting and resting before making the long 
journey back to the UK. Students went on a canopy walk amongst the 
tree tops in the rain forest, where some were braver than others! 
They then enjoyed relaxing on the Cape Coast beach, praying on the 
beach in concentration, sharing scary stories, and then visiting the 
Cape Coast Slave Castle, where over 1.5 million people were taken 
for    slavery. Students learnt about the harrowing history of the slave 
trade and thanks to our hosts were showered with Ghanian gifts. 
On behalf of MIHSG we would like to thank Enliven Mama Africa 
for hosting us and taking such good care of our students. Thank you 
for the invaluable experience. To our students, we could not have 
been more proud of you; your hard work and enthusiasm really 
shone through on this trip. May it count heavy on your scales in this 
life and next.  Thank you to Mrs Pennington and Mrs Javid for all 
their hard work supporting the students on the trip . Thank you to 
Umar for all his support before and during the trip and looking after 
our students. 
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Year 7 students, Mrs Pennington, Mrs Griffin and Mrs Suleiman had a great time on 
our recent trip to Chester Zoo. We spent the day touring the zoo and the students also 
participated in a workshop on Ecosystems. During these activities students discovered 
a wealth of information on how scientists can work together to prevent the              
destruction of habitats and the extinction of species. Students had the opportunity to 
hold a variety of artefacts including an enormous snake skin! Whilst walking around 
the zoo we saw a variety of amazing animals. These included painted dogs, rhinos,  
giraffes, tigers, elephants and bats. The whole day was a complete success due to the 
excellent behaviour and attitude of the students! 

YEAR 7 GEOGRAPHY AND SCIENCE TRIP TO CHESTER 

Hannah and the rest of Y7 
taking a quick break 

Learning about an endan-
gered frog called the Golden 
Mantella, which only lives 
in 3 ponds in Madagascar 

Hannah Zara and Arwa 
using map skills to      

identify where               
endangered animals live 

Innayah and some other 
y7’s carrying out map 

work. 

Examining a python skin 
which has been           

confiscated from some-
one trying to bring it into 

this country. 

Mrs Griffin giving 
some of the Y7 help 

find where the    
endangered species 

live, on the map 

Don’t disturb a sleeping kangaroo!! 

Mum was trying hard to 
keep him secret, but here is 

the baby rhino 

It sometimes can be very hard to see 
them,  but here are the painted dogs. 
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INDONESIA DISASTER  

Due to recent events in Indonesia, Mrs Malek spoke about 
the three major natural disasters that occurred within the 
same week: earthquake, tsunami and volcano eruption.  
The after effects on human life have been drastic, with over 
1,400 dead and hundreds of thousands being homeless.  Mrs 
Malek spoke about the importance of charity and giving. An 
emergency tuck shop was organised for Friday 12th  October 
with all proceedings going to charities helping out in          
Indonesia. 
The tuckshop for Emergency Indonesia Appeal raised just 
under £500 in 15 minutes. Thank you for everyone’s        
donations, May Allah(swt) reward and accept it from        
everyone. 

We had the honour of hosting Mr Akhmed Hussain (KD 
Grammar Head Teacher) to deliver an assembly on his recent 
personal journey of completing Hajj.   He prepared a great 
presentation and delivered an inspirational and passionate  
account of his Hajj journey. May Allah(swt) accept his act of 
completing Hajj and give 
everyone an opportunity 
to complete Hajj too. 
The Quran Department  
announced that there 
will be another Surah 
Kahaf challenge this year, 
to memorise the first ten 

and last ten verses in both Arabic and English; those that complete this 
challenge will be awarded a £15 Trafford Centre voucher. (60 places    
available only.) 

HAJJ ASSEMBLY  
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‘’To deny people their human rights is to challenge 
our very humanity’’ (Nelson Mandela) 
As part of Living Islam, 11R have been studying the 
importance of human rights and they presented a 
powerful assembly by explaining what human rights 
are and some of the countries that violate human 
rights.  Each student came on stage and read out one 
section of the Human Rights Act and they also held 
up big letters that spell out human rights. 
The aim of these letters is to get the whole school to 
write messages of hope on them as a means of        
supporting human rights for all. 
Well done to Year 11, a fantastic assembly that        
illustrated how we should appreciate that we in the 
UK have our rights protected. 
The girls also wanted to highlight different human 
rights and for everyday of the week would announce 
one human right act on the school sound system.   
Part of human rights is the rights our neighbours 
have, and Islam encourages the best form of treatment 
towards our neighbours. The students wanted to give 
a small treat to the local neighbours to encourage love 
and respect towards one another. 
The students  
received a fantas-
tic reception 
from the      
neighbours and 
local businesses, 
with one business 
handing out a 
freebie as a token 
of thanks.     
 

 

 

 

 

We received a few emails of thanks which brought a 
big smile to our students': 
 

Hello there, 
Sorry this is late but a few weeks ago two girls stopped 
me in the streets and gave my little boy some sweets 
and wished us a nice day as part of your random acts 
of kindness project. 
I just wanted to say thank you as it was such a lovely 
thought and put a big smile on my face. 
Keep up the good work. 
K x 

 

Dear Mrs Mohammad,  
We’ve been away and came back a few days ago to 
find the sweet little gift from your girls as an random 
act of Kindness.  
I saw a TED talk re-
cently about the per-
son who started 
them. It was very 
interesting.    
Thank you all so 
much for you kind-
ness to us.    
Best wishes  
CR 

HUMAN RIGHTS ASSEMBLY  
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LOVE THY NEIGHBOUR  

Mrs Malek shared with her Year 11 Living Islam class that her el-
derly neighbour had recently been diagnosed with cancer and it 
was a shock to her and her family.  The students, who have always 
shown a big heart, wanted to make some hand drawn get well cards 
to bring some hope and love to this elderly lady. 
It was very much appreciated and she is in good spirits due to the 
kindness of these wonderful students. 

MESSAGES OF SUPPORT & LOVE 

When the students heard about Jamal, the 
Syrian refugee who had to flee from his 
country and seek refuge here in the UK and 
was then severely bullied by his class mates 
(to the extent of receiving a fracture in his 
arm and an attempted drowning),  they 
wanted to show their love and       support 
to Jamal and his family and reach out to 
them with messages of hope for a better 
and brighter future.  

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 

Living Islam and Citizenship partnered up on the trip to Parliament.  
Living Islam students saw it as an  opportunity to show the true       

colours of Islam and hand out sweet treats to the train passengers and      
commuters in Euston. 

The general public were pleased to receive these little gifts and some 
even contacted the school in support of these projects. 
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As part of Living Islam lessons, Year 11Z wanted to 
bring smiles to children who were born with a cleft lip 
and so they kicked start-
ed the year with the first 
charity school project in 
raising awareness and 
money for this good 
cause. The girls          
organised a non-uniform 
day for the whole school 
where the colour theme 
was yellow and black.  

 A whole 
school     
assembly 
highlighted 
the benefits 
of smiling, 
the reward 
behind 
smiling and   
educated 
everyone 

on what cleft lip is and the treatments available.               
A    lovely surprise was certificates handed out to the 
pupils and staff who smile the most. 
During the week Year 11Z gave out little smile      
stickers to those pupils who make an effort to smile.  
The girls wanted to also do a random acts of kindness 
project by preparing little treats with inspirational 
messages to bring a smile to the locals in Chorlton.  
Many appreciated this kind gesture from the girls   
including the 
staff at Costa.  
 Mashallah the 
girls managed to 
raise an amazing 
£300 bringing a 
smile to at least 
two children     
suffering from 
cleft lip. 

PROJECT SMILE  

TEACHER APPRECIATION DAY  

On World Teachers’ Day, as part of 
Living Islam, students gave out 
thank you cards with heartfelt 
hand written messages for the 
teachers in school today. Thank 
you to the Year 10 students for 
their kind messages. They were 
very much appreciated. 
“Teaching is the one profession 
that creates all other professions” - 
May Allah swt reward, honour and 
accept the actions and deeds of all 
students and teachers (Ameen). 
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

Students and staff wore odd 
socks for Anti Bullying week 
with the theme this year    
being respecting one  another. 
Ms Towe delivered an assembly 
on anti bullying and some       
students delivered an important 
message about anti bullying but 
in sign language. Students       
enjoyed wearing colourful odd 
socks and the money was raised 
for an anti bullying charity. 

We have started a Drumming club at MIHSG for KS3 
students at lunch time, with Dr Seddon sharing his     
experiences of playing the drums. Students have been 
learning about the rich Islamic history of the duff.        
Dr Seddon was a drummer once upon a time but is one of 
the school’s RS teachers now. Students thoroughly      
enjoyed the lunch time club and will soon be ready to 
perform at school activities.  

DRUMMING CLUB 

MACMILLAN 

COFFEE 

MORNING 

The MacMillan Coffee Morning at 
MIHSG  raised over £200. There 

were some amazing cakes baked by 
the students; thanks to all the     
parents, students and staff for    
raising money for such a good 
cause. May it be accepted from  

everyone.  

MIHSG loves a good cake sale!  
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ASHURA IFTAR  

At MIHSG along with the curriculum of 
the day, we encourage the students to 

participate and embody as much  Islamic 
Ibadah as they can. During these short 

winter days students and staff have been 
encouraged to fast on Mondays and 

Thursdays, and every couple of weeks we 
hold an Iftar for the students. Students 

fasting stay  behind, to listen to a         
reminder on  following the sunnah of the 

Prophet(saw) and then open their fast. 
May it be accepted for them and count 

heavy on their scales. 

SUNNAH FASTS 

30 students stayed behind after school to 
attend an Iftar for Ashura and workshops 
on Modesty, fasting, Muharram and 
wearing the hijab regardless of what    
career you want to go into. The students 
then enjoyed a lovely Iftar cooked by 
some of the parents. Thank you to  
Muteeba, an ex student for coming back 
to    deliver a talk to our students, and to 
the parents who donated the food. May 
Allah(swt) accept everyone’s fast and  
Ibadah 

ROALD DAHL DAY  
We celebrated Roald Dahl Day 
in school with students sharing 
their favourite Roald Dahl 
books. Mrs Heathcote, Head of 
English, prepared Roald Dahl 
quotes from his books to be 
shared by teachers at the        
beginning of all lessons. Students    
enjoyed connecting with Roald 
Dahl in all their lessons. What is 
your favourite Roald Dahl book? 
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We were invited to attend a Jewish festival of Soccut at Manchester Reform Synagogue. Students              
experienced the religious service and prayers, and then youth from different faiths talked about what it 
means to them to be from Manchester. One of our students Aaminah Bizzari presented a poem about    
homelessness written by a previous homeless person (with her permission) as youth from different faiths 
talked about homelessness in Manchester. 
 

The Poem is called: 
 

‘Concrete Pillow’ 
It is hard, cold and unforgiving 

All morning, day and night 
Many think I chose this life for me 

They say it’s not their fight. 
Sometimes the hunger really sucks 
but I do have my pride 

I won’t beg, so if I must 
in the garbage I will dive. 
My one pair of stockings 
are so filthy and so stiff 
I try to wash them in the public fountain 

Since I won’t likely get new ones as a gift. 
I while away the hours 
I just try to get through each day 

I wish there was a job for me 

To earn some honest pay. 
I watch the traffic going by 

Busy people to and fro 

It is though I am not even here 

No one will say hello. 
It is now time to lay down to sleep 

I pray the Lord, my soul will keep 

And whether or not I die before I wake 

All homelessness in this world, please eradicate 

JEWISH FESTIVAL OF SOCCUT  
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5 WAYS FOR MUSLIMS TO PREPARE FOR HOLY MONTH 

Ramadan is most likely to begin in less than five months, so be prepared: 
 

PREPARE MENTALLY 

Everything in Islam has to do with intention. So, make sure your head and heart are in the right place before        
Ramadan. You can also start reading and reflecting on the Quran in order to increase your taqwa                     
(God-consciousness). It does not hurt to start fasting and doing extra prayers too. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREPARE PHYSICALLY  
Before Ramadan starts, make sure you get a full checkup to ensure that you are capable of the lengthy fasting that 
is required during this month. 
You can adjust your food intake by eliminating snacks and having smaller meals in the weeks leading up to    
Ramadan. 
You should also work on regulating your sleep patterns. If you are a late riser, work on waking up earlier than 
you usually do. Practise going to bed early so you can wake up on time. 
 

PREPARE FINANCIALLY 

Make a budget to cover all your dietary expenses during the Holy Month. You should set aside money for     
almsgiving. 
Remember the Prophet  said: “Give charity without delay, for it stands in the way of calamity.” (Al-Tirmidhi) 
 

MAKE A PLAN 

In order to have a spiritually beneficial Ramadan, make a plan. A plan to read and recite a section of the Quran 
on a daily basis, to visit the less privileged, etc. 
 

HAVE A COUNTDOWN 

Looking forward to the beginning of the Holy Month is a sign that your heart is in the right place. 
 

MAY WE ALL REACH THE MONTH OF RAMADAN AND HAVE A BLESSED AND REWARDING 
MONTH INSHA'ALLAH 
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An updated safeguarding parents information booklet was sent to parents at the start of this academic year.       
It includes the latest safeguarding information from “Keeping Children Safe in Education Sept 2018” (Dept. 
for Education). 
Safeguarding is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm. 
 

Safeguarding means: 
 

 protecting children from abuse and maltreatment 
 preventing harm to children’s health or development 
 ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care 

 taking action to enable all children and young people to have the best outcomes. 
 

Child protection is part of the safeguarding process. It focuses on protecting individual children identified as 
suffering or likely to suffer significant harm. This includes child protection procedures which detail how to  
respond to concerns about a child. 
 

 

Please refer to the MIHSG     
Safeguarding booklet for parents 
and the school safeguarding     
policy available for parents on 
the school website or in hard 
copy from the school office. The 
MIHSG Designated Safeguarding 
Leads are Miss Kossar,              
Mrs Mohamed and Mrs Smart  
 

 

 

 

ONLINE SAFETY  
It is important that parents ensure 
what their daughter is exposed to 

online, here are some popular apps 
students like using and their age    

restrictions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS SAFEGUARDING? 
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END OF TERM AWARDS 

On the last afternoon of the autumn term, an assembly was held to reward the effort, dedication and excellence of 
student behaviour and attendance throughout the term. Awards were presented in the following categories: 
 

FORM AWARDS 

Highest total of merits in Year 7:   7 Hasanah 

Highest total of merits in Years 8 and 9:  8 Jenan 

Highest total of merits in Years 10 and 11:  10 Firdous 
 

Lowest total of demerits in Year 7:   7 Barakah 

Lowest total of demerits in Years 8 and 9:  8 Salsabeel 
Lowest total of demerits in Years 10 and 11:  11 Zamzam 
 

Highest attendance since 05 September 2019:  11 Zamzam 
 

Individual student awards: 100% attendance since 05 September 2018: Awarded to a total of 44 students 
 

THE STUDENT WITH HIGHEST MERITS IN THE FORM   

   7B – Ilsa Pervase  7H – Hibba Bint- Sarfaraz 

   8J – Sarah Elazabi    8S – Sara Khreawish 

   9A – Nadiyah Ollite  9I – Myrah Iqbal 
   10F – Aamina Choudry  10T – Aaminah Bizzari 
   11R – Imaan Ahmed  11Z – Bismah Qadeer 
 

Students who demonstrated excellence throughout the term with no warnings: Awarded to 10 students 
 

As well as the pastoral awards listed above, this term’s ceremony also saw prizes awarded in Maths and Quran. 
  

HEAD OF YEAR AWARDS 

Each term Heads of Year, in discussion with Form Tutors, select one student who has particularly impressed for 
whatever reason, for a very special award. Heads of Year give great consideration to this prestigious award, and  
always find it difficult to select just one student when so many have proved worthy of praise in different ways.  
 

Year 7 (Mrs C Drinkwater): 
Inayah Ahmed – for always being helpful and very responsible. A great start to life at MIHSG 

  

Year 8  (Mrs C Drinkwater): 
Sarah Elazabi – for always being so positive, polite and helpful. A “ray of sunshine” who never stops smiling! 
 

Year 9 (Miss B Hockwart): 
Malaika Ali – for always showing consideration of others and a willingness to help out. 
 

Year 10 (Miss B Hockwart): 
Safah Irfan – for her great maturity this term and positive outlook.  
   

Year 11 (Mrs S Campbell) 
Aminah Mir – for the great care and support shown to younger students  
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This year MIHSG held two open evenings to give prospective parents an 
opportunity to visit the school and speak to staff. 

 

Alhamdulillah, the turn out on both evenings was excellent. 
 

Pupils guided parents around and answered queries. There were a    
number of activities for Year 6 pupils to take part in across several      

departments. 

Spring Term Begins  Tuesday 8th January 2019 

 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening Wednesday 16th January 2019 

Year 7 Parents’ Evening Wednesday 23rd January 2019 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening Wednesday 6th February 2019 

 

Half term break  Friday 15th February 2019 

School re-opens  Monday 25th February 2019 

 

Year 8 Parents’ Evening Wednesday 6th March 2019 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening Wednesday 27th March 2019 

 

End of Spring Term  Friday 5th April 2019 

School re-opens  Wednesday 24th April 2019 

ATTENDANCE  

FORTHCOMING DATES 
ENTRANCE EXAMS 

There are opportunities available at 

MIHSG for parents to apply for a place 

for their daughter.  Please contact the 

school admin office for further       

information and details regarding  

taking an entrance exam. 

Please contact: 

admin@mihsg.co.uk / 0161 881 2127 

Alternatively, there is information 

regarding the entrance exam available 

on the school website at 

www.mihsg.org.uk 

Please do inform your family and 

friends.  

Well done to all students for achieving a whole school attendance of 95.5% since September.  
  

Huge congratulations to 11Z who were the form with the highest attendance of 96.8% since September, 
Masha’Allah! 

  

The school prides itself on the excellent attendance of all the students and this is reflected in the results 
that students achieve at the end of their time at MIHSG. 

  

To help ensure that school attendance remains at this high standard, we will continue to monitor holiday 
requests made in term time and will only authorise if in an emergency.  

  

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that non-emergency dental and medical       
appointments should be made outside of school hours where possible. 

OPEN EVENING 
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